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 Who Votes????
Grade Levels:
Grades 6-8, 9-12

Objective(s):
Students recognize the importance of participation in our democratic system of electing public officials.  

Essential Question(s): What is the importance of voting?

What are the responsibilities of citizenship?  

Activity/Instructions: 

1) Ask students how old do you have to be to vote in Ohio?

2) Ask the class to stand up beside their desks. 

· Tell them that they represent all of the people in the U.S. who are eligible to vote.

3) Ask 25% of the class to sit down. 

· The students left standing represent the % of the eligible population who are actually registered to vote.

4) Ask 50% of the students who are still standing to sit down.

· The students left standing represent the % of the registered voters who actually vote in major (presidential) elections.

5) Approximately 62% of the students are now seated. 

· The students left standing represent the % of young voters (1/3) who actually vote in major elections The % is much lower in the off-year election cycle. 
6) Ask the students who are still standing to identify their favorite restaurants.

· List 3 restaurants on the board. 

· Have the standing students vote on one restaurant.

· Announce that EVERYONE in the whole school will be eating food from ___________ for lunch everyday for the rest of the year. 

7) Ask the students who are seated what restaurant they would have liked for lunch, but disregard their responses. 

· Announce since they had not voted, their opinion does not matter!

8)
Explain that 72% of people ages 68-72 vote (your grandparents’ age).

· Do people that age accurately represent your views and concerns? Why? Why not?

· List some of your concerns. List some of your grandparents’ concerns. Do they overlap at all?

· What do you think the average age of poll workers is? (72 years old nationwide)

Standards: Benchmarks      Grades 11-12: 

Government A: Evaluate, take and defend positions about issues concerning the alignment of the characteristics of American Democracy with realities in the U.S. today.

 

Government C: Analyze how citizens participate in the election process in the United States.

 

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities A: Evaluate various means for citizens to take action on a particular issue.

 

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities B: Explain how the exercise of a citizen’s rights and responsibilities helps to strengthen a democracy.

 
