[image: image1.jpg]


((((((((((((((((((((
((((((((((((((((((((
DoubleClick Democracy 2011
Kids Voting Central Ohio

Dear Educator:

This document contains sample articles and ideas for generating enthusiasm in students and parents about the upcoming election and Kids Voting DoubleClick Democracy and other activities taking place this fall.

What schools can do

· Post articles or reminders on your website

· Encourage schools to have student “announcements” about the Kids Voting election

· Include information in letters sent home to parents

· Share information with adults at parent meetings

· Share results with students on November 8th   

Information about the Kids Voting DoubleClick Election

Quote

“Once people start voting, they don’t stop,” says Director Peter Levine of CIVIC, the Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning at the University of Maryland. According to Levine, statistics support that voting “becomes a habit.”

Basics:
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Thanks to our partnership with Kids Voting Central Ohio, students in grades K-12 will take part in a great civics lesson, casting their votes in a simulated election that prepares them to keep voting as adults.  Parents and guardians can play a key role in this experience by spending time with students to talk about voting, candidates and issues. Watch the debates with your students and research the campaigns by reading the news and exploring websites. Links to candidate and party websites and other useful resources are posted at http://www.kidsvotingoh.org, click on “Elections.”

When will voting take place?

Student voting will take place during school hours in classrooms or library/media centers from Monday, October 17th through Election Day, November 8th.  Results will be posted by noon on Wednesday, November 9th .
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What candidates & issues will be on the ballot?

School district will decide which races, issues, or questions to be placed on district ballot. 

2011 Important Dates

· Adult Voter Registration Deadline – Tuesday, October 11th 

· Kids Voting DoubleClick Democray Election Days – Oct. 17th – Nov. 8th    

· Ohio General Election - November 8th    
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Sample article for Youth at the Booth high schools

On November 8th   (insert number) of our high school seniors will be working the polls as precinct election officials as a part of the Kids Voting Central Ohio Youth at the Booth program. 

This exciting, real life opportunity to be a part of the election process motivates young people to become active, informed voters and citizens. Based on comments from students in past years, it also empowers them to influence their peers to do so as well.

Many of the students who take part say they will work in future elections, providing a much needed source of poll workers. 

When you go to vote on Tuesday, look for our “Youth at the Booth” seniors working at the polls and commend them for their commitment to civic involvement.
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